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A native of McCune, Kansas, Dr. Huff earned his Bachelor of Science degree in
Elementary Education from Pittsburg State University. He received his Masters
and Specialist degrees in Education from Missouri State University. Most recently,
he earned his Doctorate in Education with a focus in Educational Leadership
from the University of Arkansas in 2003.

Dr. Huff's wide range of experience as a classroom teacher, building principal,
superintendent and a family farmer prepared him to lead his district of 1,100
employees and 7,700 students through the recovery effort. The tornado
destroyed 10 of the 19 buildings in his district, leaving over half of his students
without a school to return to in May.

The Joplin community suffered loss more precious than the buildings though. In
just 32 minutes that powerful storm killed 161 people and injured over 1,000
others including a staff member and seven students. Dr. Huff's commitment to
school/community engagement in the years leading up to the disaster is
credited with being a key factor that rallied the community of Joplin to
efficiently and effectively support children and families impacted by the storm. 

Since his retirement from public education in 2015, Dr. Huff has remained
committed to supporting the education and safety of all children. In addition to
his role as founder of the national not-for-profit Bright Futures USA, Dr. Huff
serves as a subject matter expert at several organizations across the country,
supporting leaders in the education and safety of our nation’s youth. 
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